
 

Time is flying.  It seems like just a few weeks ago I became your district president and now a year has 
passed.  It has been a time of discovery and learning for me.  A time to meet new friends and go to differ-
ent places within our district. It has been a time for me to see the Purpose of UMW in action first hand. 
 
 I have asked the district team to include in their newsletter articles an explanation of how they fulfill the 
UMW Purpose in their district team role.  We should always evaluate what we do in light of the Purpose.  
If we are involved in an event or activity that does not fulfill the Purpose in some way, then we should be 
questioning why we do it. 
 

So, as your District President, I see my role fulfilling the Purpose through facilitation and communication.  
Knowing God is the foundation of what we do.  We need to study, be in prayer for ourselves and others so 
that we can determine what His will for our lives is. The President, whether conference, district or local 
unit, should facilitate events and activities to allow members to experience God first hand.  This could be 
through educational studies, prayer meals, worship experiences or book clubs.  The President should also 
be involved in building supportive, creative fellowships.  Christians find support among the church family.  
We should be doing things to build relationships so that when things are going great, we can celebrate to-
gether.  And then when things start getting tough, we can build each other up and help each other get 
through the difficult times.  Supportive units who touch base with each other fulfill the Purpose.  District 
and Conference events helps each of us reach out past the local church and find fellowship through our 
connections.  Finally, the President should be involved in identifying mission opportunities for the group to 
participate in.  Our connectional church has the advantage of learning about mission activities at the local, 
state, federal and global levels.  The President should be working to ensure that the mission opportunities 
are balanced.  We can’t be so shortsighted to be involved only in missions that affect our backyards.  We 
need to be reminded that there are women, youth and children all over the world that need us to be in mis-
sion. 
 

While facilitation of all these events are critical to a unit’s fulfillment of the Purpose, if we don’t communi-
cate with each other, then the activities that we do simply become a list of things that need to be done. 
Communication is the glue that holds the activities together.     We have to share our ideas and passions.  
We have to ask questions to make sure that we are doing things for the right motives.  We have to let the 
general church know what we are doing so that they can be part of it.  We need to evaluate activities to de-
termine if what we had hoped to happen really did happen or do things need to change the next time we do 
something. We have to decide when to stop doing an activity when it is no longer effective.  And during all 
of this we have to have the mind of Christ in us so that we communicate in a loving manner. 
 

So, as your district president, I would love your feedback in to how I am doing in this role and how others 
on the District team are doing in fulfilling the UMW Purpose for our district.  We are accountable to you.  
We want to be effective leaders.  Pray for us and let us know what you think.     
 
PURPOSE OF THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN     
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The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know 
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellow-
ship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
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An old dollar bill and 
an even older $20 ar-
rive at a Federal Re-
serve Bank to be  re-
tired. “I’ve had a pretty 
good life,” the $20 
says. “I’ve been to Ve-
gas, the finest restau-
rants in New York and 
even on a Caribbean 
cruise.” 
“You did have an ex-
citing life!” the dollar 
says. “Where have you 
been?” the $20 asks.  
“Oh, I’ve been to the 
Methodist Church, the 
Baptist Church, spent 
some time with the Lu-
therans-” 
“Wait,” the $20 inter-
rupts, What’s a 
Church?” 

Our guest speaker for the day is Sue Owen, a retired Health and Physical Education 
educator from Greenville, SC.  She shares this statement of faith with us as we pre-
pare to gather for our District Day Apart. 

"I was brought up in the Presbyterian Church but must have been predestined to be a 
Methodist. It is through United Methodist Women that I have become the person I 
am today. Who would have thought that an invitation to play softball for a Methodist 
church-league team would lead to involvement in a United Methodist Women’s ba-
zaar. If you show an interest in something in this organization, they put you in 
charge of it. And, the only way to get out of one position in our small unit is to ac-
cept another one. One thing led to another. It’s surprising that those humble begin-
nings would result in leadership opportunities at the local, district, conference, re-
gional, and national levels. My eyes have been opened to the needs of the world. My 
eyes have also been opened to what can be done for the needs of the world when we 
work together to affect change. That is what United Methodist Women work to do 
every day. I am proud to be a part of that change." 
  
Join us at Mt Gilead UMC on Saturday, April 25 at 9am  
Carrie Ritter 

In the role of Treasurer I fulfill the UMW purpose for the Sanford District be expand-
ing concepts of mission. I am challenged to keep the district up to date with the spe-
cial pledges and Seven Star participation. I think UMW bear witness to the good 
news in 1st Corinthians 12:4-6, concerning spiritual gifts. 

The Conference Special Mission Project this year is “Create A Pure Heart” Since our 
new Quadrennial theme is a kite that has a cross as its centerpiece and support struc-
ture, we are going to focus on the redemptive work Christ did for us on the cross. 
Your unit is encouraged to open this project to all members of your 
church,men,women,youth,children.For $5 you can purchase a snow white cross in 
honor or memory of someone. That special someone will get a card that acknowl-
edges your gift. During the Conference and District Annual meetings the crosses will 
be displayed on green trees. Our 2009 color is green. I challenge each unit to partici-
pate. The District team would like to see at least 200 crosses on our green tree at the 
meetings. Can you help? We have 50 units and if every unit sold a minimum of 4 
crosses (remember that everyone in the church can participate) we could easily meet 
that goal. Won’t you help? The money goes to support missions helping women, chil-
dren and youth all over the globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Mother-Child Retreat 
This year the Mother-Child Retreat will be at Camp Don Lee on September 18-20.  This is a 
wonderful weekend and if you have never been, I hope you will consider making plans to take 
your child or grandchild.  I took my boys to Camp Chestnut Ridge for the Mother-Child Re-
treat years ago and my boys still remember the fun they had that weekend.   
Space is limited, so mail in your application as soon as possible.  I have sent an application to 
each local Membership, Nurture and Outreach officer.  If you need an application, get in con-
tact with me by email: tbruton@embarqmail.com, or call:  910-974-7051.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity!   

Membership Reports 
 

The conference has made a lot of changes in the membership reports this year in an attempt to 
get more information from the UMW units.  I have sent out the forms to MNO officers or the 
President of each unit.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you did not get this informa-
tion so I can get it out to you.  I would like to get the information by May 31.  That would give 
me time to compile the reports and you will not have to worry about filling out reports during 
the summer.  Thanks!! Teresa Bruton 

 
Page 4 Linda Fogleman Phone Number: 910-281-4361 
              Peggy Brewer     Phone Number: 910-576-1411 
 
 
Page 34 Sue McDuffie 
    Email:  granniesue@embarqmail.com 
 
 

 
 
                                                   

I fulfill the duties of my office by keeping a record of minutes  during meetings of the Executive Committee .  
This is a record of decisions made by the District UMW on events and actions  in God’s name and for his 
glory and to help carry out the Christian mission for women and youth in this particular area.  To always be a 
caring, supportive member of my local unit, district and conference team.  We are, each of us sisters in Christ.   
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Greetings from District Secretary             Phyllis Madison 
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Hello, I am Paula Garrison your new Vice President.  I live in Moore County and attend Doubs Chapel 
UMC.  I am looking forward to working with and meeting as many of you as I possibly can this year.  I 
believe my responsibilities as VP is to help our President and the women of the district.  If you need 
information about events or have any questions please email me.  I will respond with an answer as soon as 
possible. 
 
I wanted to give you some information about Church Women United.  CWU is a racially, culturally, 
theologically and inclusive Christian women’s movement celebrating unity in diversity and working for a 
world of peace and justice.  It is biblically based, shared Christian faith movement representing Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and other Christian women.  They work on behalf of women and children 
throughout the world and are recognized as a non-governmental organization by the United Nations.  I will 
be bringing you more information about the CWU in the next letter. 
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This book is about a 13 year old white boy named Robert in the pre-Civil War south who befriends a black 
boy named William Henry.  Robert soon sees the effect of slavery on his friend.  His father is involved in the 
Underground Railroad and his mother believes that slavery is just a natural part of life.  Robert soon under-
stands that he must make his own decision about justice. 
  
Phyllis states that this is a very good and interesting book.  She reports that the book gives some good histori-
cal information on the Underground Railroad.  Phyllis says that the book is easy to read and she recommends 
this book as part of our UMW reading program. 
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“Do all the good you can, 
In all the ways you can 
As long as ever you can 
By all the means you can 
In all the places you 
can.” 
        - John Wesley 

 
 
The Education and Interpretation (E&I) Coordinator helps to fulfill the Purpose of UMW by encouraging 
members to prepare themselves for faithful living and action in today’s world. One of the ways we can 
prepare ourselves is by taking advantage of the three mission studies taught each year at the School of 
Christian Mission. The three studies are also offered simultaneously at the District Mission Studies in 
January. 
 
Each year they include a spiritual growth topic, a geographic area and an issue impacting society. The 
studies for 2010 are:             

 
Together at the Table (Spiritual Growth)       

                                       The Beauty and Courage of Sudan: Why a Dream of Peace Is Possible  
                     (Geographic) 
                 Giving Our Hearts Away:Native American Survival 
     (Issue impacting society) 2009-2010 
 
Mission studies are selected by Women’s Division and the General Board of Global Ministries and a staff 
Mission Study team, so United Methodist Women everywhere will be learning about the same issues. 
 
Participants grow in understanding of the mission of the church in the current world context. The studies 
give particular attention to the responsibilities of women in the fulfillment of mission. This mission edu-
cation program strengthens the leadership and membership of United Methodist Women. 
 
I challenge each unit in the Sanford District to send at least one member, (preferably two or more), to the 
School of Christian Mission at Methodist University in Fayetteville, July 22-25, so they can come back 
and encourage others to attend the District Mission studies. By educating ourselves, we will be better pre-
pared to fulfill our Purpose:”….to know God….and to expand concepts of mission through participation 
in the global ministries of the church.” 
 
       Rossie Lindsey 



Coming Events 
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April 12 Easter 

April 15 Conference Scholarship Applications Due 

April 25 District Day Apart—Mt. Gilead UMC 

May 2  Moore Sub-District Meeting—West End UMC 

      15-16 Conference Spiritual Enrichment Retreat, Haymount UMC, Fayetteville 

June 6  District 39 and Under—Tabernacle UMC, Robbins UMC 

      10-13 Annual Conference, Greenville Convention Center, Greenville 

July 10  District Newsletter Articles Due 

        11 District Finance Committee Meeting, Roseland UMC 

  District Mission Team Meeting 

         18 Lee Sub-District Meeting –Morris Chapel UMC, Sanford 

        22-25 Conference School of Christian Mission, Methodist University, Fayetteville 
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Also, mark you calendars now for the District 39 and Under Event that will be held at Tabernacle UMC on 
June 6th. It promises to be a time of renewal for our own personal Tabernacles!   Bring a New 39 and under 
with you.  If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact Tiffany Brewer at 910-690-3702 or at 
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An Invitation to all 39 and Under Members 
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Happy Spring from the Nominations Committee, isn’t it a beautiful time of the year? With all of the won-
derful spring showers we have had, the flowers are budding, the grass is greener and the air feels fresh and 
clean.  Makes one want to throw open all the windows and spend time outside in the morning just listening 
to the sounds of nature.  A new beginning for all of us, the Lord is so good.  Can you tell I love spring? 
It’s that time of year when we start thinking about the positions that will need to be filled for the coming 
year.  As Michele Horner, committee member from Doubs Chapel Church said, “I fulfill the UMW purpose 
for the Sanford District by stepping out on faith to do a job I have never done before.”  That is what all of us 
are called to do, to be part of a group of women that will work together to form a strong mission team.  I 
urge all of you in the Sanford District to pray hard about our future leaders.  There are wonderful leaders in 
the Sanford District, and if you know of one of these ladies that would love to join the District team, please 
contact me, Linda Fogleman, 910-281-4361 for e-mail, dlfogleman@windstream.net. 
 
 
 
 
Help Wanted 
 

The District Mission Team still has some positions open.  Please prayerfully consider if you might be the 
one to fill a position. 
 

We have the following openings: 
· Subdistrict leader for Montgomery County (should be someone living in Montgomery County) and        
 subdistrict leader for Lee County (should be someone living in Lee County) – These positions play 
 a vital role in being the liaison between the District team and the UMW groups in that geographical 
 area.  If a UMW group in that area needed a resource or clarification on an item, that unit could 
 reach out to their subdistrict leader.  Also the subdistrict leader is responsible for coordinating an 
 event each year specifically for the units in the subdistrict.  This event can be a fellowship or educa
 tional meeting.  The subdistrict leaders are required to attend the four Mission Team meetings each 
 year as well as other district and conference events. 
· Committee on Nominations members.  Our district standing rules say that we will have six members on 

 our Committee on Nominations. Currently we have four members.  We have representation from 
 Moore, Montgomery and Chatham County.  The members of this committee are responsible for 
 identifying UMW members within the district who have leadership capabilities and a desire to serve. 

 
·    We need to have additional members from Lee County.  The term is for three years. 
 

If you would consider serving in one of these capacities, please contact Linda Fogleman, Chairperson of 
Nominations at 910-281-4315 or dlfogleman@windstream.net to let her know of your interest and need for 
more information.  Once you have the chance to serve on the district level, you really begin to see how we 
are all truly interconnected in God’s work.  Don’t miss out on this opportunity. 
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Greetings from Nominations   Linda Fogleman 
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The above picture is from Pinebluff UMW (crafters) The ladies presented FirstHealth Moore Regional 
Hospital with knitted and crocheted preemie sweaters and walker bags. 

LOCAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSIONS 

  
 
Congratulations to Tiffany Brewer our 39 and under 
District Coordinator and her new baby girl.  She was 
borne on Wednesday, March 25, 2009.  Henley Faith 
Brewer comes in to us at 5 pounds 14 ounces and 20 
1/2 inches long. 
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 The above picture was taken from the District Social Justice Workshop at Jonesboro UMC 

When I received the call to serve as your Social Action Chair, my first thought was that I knew nothing about 
the job. I had no idea what I would be required to do, and when I asked, I was told simply, "Paperwork."  Since 
I feel comfortable with "paperwork" as part of my background, I accepted.  It wasn't long until I began wonder-
ing, "What have I gotten myself into?"      However, the longer I serve in this position, and the more I get into 
the nuts and bolts of Social Action, I realize that this area is one of the backbones of the UMW.  Our Purpose 
states that we are "to expand concepts of mission."  We do that through our actions in our local communities 
and into the world to relieve suffering while we bring the good news of Jesus Christ.  And the best part is that 
while we act, we are also "developing a creative, supportive fellowship" as we work along side our sisters in 
Christ.     There are so many areas where Social Action can make a difference that I won't try to name them 
all.  This year our District focus is on Health Care, and I hope that your local units will emphasize this through-
out the year.  Continue to respect God's creation by focusing on environmental issues, such as recycling.  Par-
ticipate in the NC Conference projects, such as the Campbell soup labels and the various kits.      The most 
basic way to promote Social Action is to be a 7-Star Unit, which includes completing your unit's Pledge to Mis-
sion, giving a Special Mission Recognition, giving a Gift to Mission and a Gift in Memory, collecting a World 
Thank Offering, participating in the Candle Burning at Annual Meeting, and offering a Penny and a 
Prayer.  Also, these can items can be completed individually to become a 7-Star Member as well.     I encour-
age each Unit to become a "Mission Today" Unit, which goes beyond a 7-Star Unit.  Many of these require-
ments are related to Social Action.  If you take time to go through the list (which is too detailed to itemize here, 
but is found in your District Directory), you will probably find that you are already doing a lot of them, and the 
rest aren't very difficult to do.     I pray that you find Social Action as challenging and as rewarding as I have.  If 
you have questions, please call or e-mail to me.  I am available to all of you 

    In His Service 

   

    

GREETINGS FROM SOCIAL ACTION        Sheryl Nelson 





 
 
 
 

2009 Mother Child Retreat – Sponsored by the NC Conference UMW 
Camp Don Lee September 18th – 19th- 20th 

Plan Ahead!! Come on down to Camp Don Lee & have a great, fun-time weekend with your child (children). This event pro-
vides a wonderful opportunity to bond & to spend quality time together.  
Registration will begin on Friday afternoon at 4:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall at Camp Don Lee Center. NO FRIDAY DIN-
NER meal is provided.  At 8:00 PM we will have a liturgical & line dance class. 
 
Saturday Breakfast is served at 8:00 am.  Saturday registration will begin at 8:45 am.  Teacher introduction & instructions 
will begin at 9:15am at Vesper Dale. Workshops start at 9:45am.   All registrations must be received by August 25, 2009.  
Forms received after this date will be honored only if space is available. Directions & tentative agenda are on the reverse side. 
 
The adult workshops are – (choose one) 
1- Personal Spiritual Growth    2- When the Father Holds You Close – A Journey to Deeper Intimacy With God by Cyn-
thia Heald.  This book can be purchased at Cokesbury 3-  Adult Craft,                                                                                
Children’s workshops will include Bible lessons, games, crafts, singing, nature walks and preparation for the Sunday morning 
Worship Program. Saturday afternoon is free time for everyone.  Activities available during Free Time: swimming, sailing, 
canoeing, kayaking, archery, challenge course, fishing, volleyball, soccer, nature trail hikes, hayride, ice cream social and rest 
time. 
    
All campers should bring the following: Bibles, linens (Twin for bunks), blanket, towels, washcloths, soap, various personal 
items, swimsuits, flashlight, bug spray, rain wear, & coins for vending machines. The camp store will be open at various an-
nounced times. 
Please make your check payable to NC Conference UMW – Send Registration form to: 
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No refunds 10 days prior to the event as we have to give the camp director a firm number. 
For further information please contact Madoline  Murphy  Conf. Membership Nurture & Outreach – 3380  
White Blossom Dr., Winterville, NC 28590 phone– 252-746-4797 - email-mamurphy39@suddenlink.net  
 
2 nights + 5 meals - Ages 5 thru adults - $84.00 (this provides 2 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches & one Dinner) 
                                  Ages 3 & 4 - $25.00 – This is the full weekend package. 
 
Name ________________________________________________E-Mail add._______________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________Phone # _________________ 
 
Child’s Name (M) (F)___________________________________________________________age______       
 
Name (M)  (F) ________________________________________________________________ age______   
 
Name  (M) (F) _______________________________________________________________   age______ 



Directions to:  Camp Don Lee 
 
From Raleigh or the North take Highway 70 East to New Bern.  Take the 4th New Bern exit (New Bern/
Washington exit, 3417).  Stay on bridge and cross the Neuse River.  After crossing the river stay in the right lane 
and take Bayboro exit.  This will put you on Highway 55 East.  Continue East on Highway 55 to Grantsboro.  
Turn right on highway 306 toward Araphoe and travel approximately 2 miles past Araphoe school.  Turn left onto 
Buckland Road, travel 1.5 miles to the fist stop sign (intersection of Buckland and Don Lee Road).  Turn right, 
travel approximately 2 miles and turn right into Camp Don Lee.  Watch for camp signs.   
 
Churches who wish to be together should send in registration forms together. 
 
                           Tentative Agenda - Mother Child Retreat - 2009  

 
September 18th -   Friday 
 
4:00 to 9:30 pm        Registration 
8:00 pm                    Line Dancing & Liturgical Dance Demonstration with Donna, 
                                  Taylor & Morgan Hayes; other activities include volleyball, 
                                  Soccer, basketball, hula hoop, jump rope, horseshoes, etc. 
 
September 19th Saturday 
 
8:00 am                    Breakfast in Dining Hall for all participants 
8:45 am                    Registration - 
9:15 am                    Welcome, Introduction of Teachers & Directions & Questions 
9:45   – 11:30           Children’s Workshops 
10:00 – 11:30           Adult Workshops 
12:30                        LUNCH  
1:30   - 5:30           Free Time – All Activities - sailing, swimming, canoeing, archery, 
                                                    kayaking, nature trail, turtle pond, ball games, resting 
6:00                          Dinner 
7:00                          Hayride and all outdoor activities 
7:30 to 8:30              Ice Cream Social, & all fun time activities 
10:00                        Quiet Time/Bed time 
 
September 20th   Sunday 
 
8:00                          Breakfast 
9:00                          Devotions / Madoline, Teachers & students give highlights of class. 
12:00                        Lunch for all participants (included in package plan)  
 
 
Thank you for attending the Mother Child Retreat.  I pray that you have had a great time with your child (children) 
and will make plans to return next year. Please remember to turn in your evaluation forms.  I pray for safe traveling 
mercies for all. 


