
 
 

Can you believe that it is summer already?  I have been asking all year where time has gone.  And it is speed-
ing by even faster now it seems.   But we have come to that dreaded time in the UMW calendar.  We are at the 
end of the UMW reporting year (August 1, 2008 through July 31, 2009).  I know that we all get a bit schizo-
phrenic at this time because it is not the calendar year end or a fiscal year end.  It is simply the UMW reporting 
year end.  And some have told me very blatantly that they do not feel that we should bother with reporting.  It 
seems to cheapen the mission work that we all do so passionately. 
 

Let me ask a question.  What would you think of sending your child to school each day for the school year and 
never getting a progress report?  What if a teacher said to the parent, “We don’t think we should have to report 
how your child is doing because we are doing our jobs and shouldn’t have to explain what we are doing.”  
How do you think the parents would react?  I have 2 teens in high school and I know how I would react.  I 
would be furious. Just because the teachers think they are doing the job, reporting on my child’s progress reas-
sures me that my child truly is getting it. 
 

Now does that equate exactly with why we report in UMW?  Absolutely not.  I know that the United Method-
ist women in our district “get it”.  I know that you are all passionate about mission and that all of your units are 
actively engaged in working with women, youth and children. 
 

So why report?  Shouldn’t we keep it quiet and “not let the left hand know what the right hand is do-
ing?”  (Matthew 6:3).  Again, absolutely not.  We should be reporting what we have done so that we can really 
see what we have done this past year.  Have we fulfilled our Purpose?  Have we studied to know God?  Have 
we just prayed for ourselves or have we included the people around the world who need us to lift them up to 
God?  Have we created a supportive fellowship with other UMW members?  Have we worshiped with other 
women or just the women in our immediate circle or unit?  Have we expanded concepts of mission or have we 
just continued to do the same old thing year after year?  Do we care only about our immediate community 
needs or do we listen to the Spirit’s nudge to think of those around the globe who are counting on us to re-
spond?  By completing the reports, it gives us all a chance to see what has been done and to help plan activities 
for the coming year. 
 

Ok, so reporting is important but why send it in?  I have had units tell me that they don’t want to be recognized 
for what they have done and that is why they don’t send in their annual reports.  It is true that our district re-
ports do get sent to the conference who send their reports on up to Women’s Division.  We live in a world full 
of data that can be converted to information.  Without data, we have no road map to know where to go next.  
The reports you send in help guide Women’s Division as they make decisions.  For instance, if you don’t re-
port membership and finances, Women’s Division may have no idea how to proceed with the 101 real estate 
properties that we own.  That is right, WE mean the women of the Sanford District because we are part of 
Women’s Division.  Did you know that we owned 101 properties?  We have real estate where women, youth 
and children come to be ministered to in so many ways.  And as you all know, owning property means upkeep 
and taxes and salaries and so much.  But it also means that women, youth and children may get hot meals, safe 
sleep, education, salvation. 
 
So, we are at that dreaded time of the year.  Reports are due 8/15.  There is an attachment in the newsletter to 
help you know which reports are due and who mail them to.  We hope and pray that you will be as diligent in 
your reports as you have been with your mission work this year.  Because, it does make a difference.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I look forward to hearing from all of you 
this year. 
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CREW 
 
Christ 
 
Reaching 
 
Everyone 
 
World-
wide 

 

 
We have been blessed this year with the ministry of Rev. Toni Wood from Newland UMC 
in the Elizabeth City district.  She was our speaker at the Conference Spiritual Growth re-
treat at Haymount UMC in Fayetteville in May.  She used the theme of Create to show us 
how to create lemonade out of the lemons we have in our lives.  Then she showed us a way 
to create a way out of the obstacles we face.  Finally she showed us how to create a new 
way to experience an old truth, which was a very moving communion service.  You might 
want to check out our District website to see the photos.  Don’t worry if you missed her, we 
are hoping to have her for our District Day Apart which will be Saturday, March 27, 2010 
at Goldston UMC in Pittsboro.  If she comes to our district event, you will absolutely not 
want to miss it.  
  

Our Sanford District Annual meeting is coming up in October 18, 2009 from 3pm until 
5pm at Piney Grove UMC at Siler City .  A very special part of the meeting is to have a 
Memorial Service for all of our Sanford District members who have gone on to be with the 
Lord.  If you have a member that has passed from August 2008 through August 2009 
please send me that woman’s name and include your church name.  Please print legibly or 
type it so that we honor our sisters appropriately.  You can reach me at 910-464-3432 or 
mail: Carrie Ritter 147 Cedarbrook Ln  Robbins , NC  27325 . 
 
 

Greetings to all, 
 
Summer is officially here. I am hoping the hot weather will spark our Mission Giving. 
Our year- to- date giving is down 9 percent from last year. 
 
My challenge to each of you," Read 2nd Corinthians, Chapter 8". This passage from 
the Bible encourages generosity. 
 
By maintaining our faith and persevering we can overcome this downturn in the econ-
omy. 
 
Blessings, 



I hope everyone is having a great and restful summer. 
It is also time for membership reports.  If you have not sent in your report, please do 
so as soon as possible so I can compile the information to send in to the district.  So 
far, I have only gotten the reports from about half of the units.  Thanks to the units that 
have sent in your reports.  If you cannot find your form, I can email you a form or I 
will mail another form if you will get in contact with me. 
 

I want to remind everyone to invite a friend to attend a UMW meeting—even if she 
isn’t a member of the United Methodist Church.  We are looking for new and inven-
tive ways to increase our membership and if your unit has some ideas to share, please 
let me know.    In the next newsletter, I would like to list some things that you have 
done to increase membership, so please share ideas! 
Teresa Bruton 
PO Box 207 
Candor, NC  27229 
910-974-7051 
tbruton@embarqmail.com 
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New Online UMW Unit for Sanford District Forming 
Have you ever wished that you could join UMW but just don’t seem to have the time to go to meetings?  
Maybe your church’s UMW meets at a time when you are working or have other responsibilities?  Do you 
ever wish you could have a forum to voice your thoughts about mission? 
 

Well, your wishes are coming true.  The Sanford District UMW is forming a new unit via Facebook.  The 
format will start out fairly informal.  We will have threaded discussions and forums on issues related to 
women and mission.  There will be discussions on books that have been read or recommended from the 
Reading Program list.  There will be listings from the Prayer Calendar to make sure that we are remember-
ing our missionaries and mission projects.  There will be a section discussing the action alerts that we are 
asked to consider.  The nicest part is that you can participate at your convenience. 
 

Membership to the online unit will be open to all women of the Sanford District.  But the membership that 
we report to the conference will be only those women who do not belong to their church’s local unit.  We 
don’t want to double count women and overinflate the UMW numbers for the conference! 
 

Two times per year we will try to physically meet as an online unit so that we can have some face to face 
fellowship time.  The first meeting will be at the District Annual Meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 18 
at 3p at Piney Grove UMC in Siler City.  During this time we can make sure that everyone knows everyone 
else.  It will make our discussions online richer. 
 

If you are interested in joining and have a Facebook account, please email Tanya Alvord at twal-
vord@hotmail.com.  This online unit is going to be private and you will not be able to find it by searching 
within Facebook.  Pass the word to all the women in your church that they can now have an active part of 
UMW without ever leaving the comfort of their homes. 
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Hello! I hope everyone had a great and exciting July 4th and are enjoying the 
summer.  We have a lot of fun and informative things in the making for the re-
mainder of this year. 
 
One is our District Annual Conference coming up on October 18th at Piney Grove 
UMC in Siler City.  We will have a speaker from Stop Hunger Now that will 
share with us the purpose of their organization and different ways that we can 
help.  One thing we will be doing is helping them next year with a meal packag-
ing event.  What a great way to help people and have fellowship time together.  
We will also be celebrating the works of our district units and giving thanks for 
all that they have done to bring God to others.  To help our celebration we will 
have songs that lift us up and get us moving to show our joy for God and the 
work that we do for Him.  So encourage your members to come and celebrate 
with us in October at Piney Grove UMC. 
 
I want to share some more information about Church Women United.  We have 
several units within our district and I am still trying to get contact information for 
those units.  I would invite you to go to the state website www.cwunc.org and 
check them out. 
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Three Cups of Tea 
 
This inspirational true story is based on the work of Greg Mortenson, a mountain climber- turned school 
builder. It begins in 1993, when he was attempting to climb K2, the world’s second highest mountain, 
which is located in Pakistan, as a way of honoring the memory of his deceased sister Christa. His ascent 
was interrupted by a rescue of another climber, and, on his way down he got lost. Exhausted and near 
death, he came across Koephe, a small village built on a shelf jutting out from a canyon. He was greeted 
and taken in by the chief elder of Korphe, Haji Ali. To repay the remote community for its hospitality, 
Mortenson promised to build a school for the village. This pledge sooned turned into a quest to raise funds 
to build more than 55 schools in Taliban territory. 
The book recounts the story of this challenge as well as Mortenson’s rationale for building schools: Mort-
enson argues that “extremism in the region can be deterred through collaborative efforts to alleviate pov-
erty and improve access to education, especially for girls. Formerly, schooling focused on the boys, but 
educated boys tend to move to the cities to find jobs, and seldom return. By contrast, educated girls tend to 
remain in the community and pass their enhanced knowledge to the next generation. Thus, Mortenson sug-
gests, educating girls has more of a lasting benefit for the community.”  
The book's title comes from a Balti proverb: “The first time you share tea with a Balit, you are a stranger. 
The second time you take tea, you are an honored guest. The third time you share a cup of tea, you become 
family. 
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Coming Events 
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An Invitation to all 39 and Under Members 
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Save The Date – UMW General Assembly Planned for 2010 
  
Every four years the United Methodist Women really do unite for a time of fellowship, worship 
and work.  General Assembly is planned for April 29 through May2, 2010 in St Louis , MO.  The 
theme for 2010 is Faith, Hope Love In Action.  The vision statement is 
As United Methodist Women who are disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to share... 
Faith 
Our belief in the promise of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Hope 
Our expectation of needs met for all. 
Love 
Our sisterhood of grace and our embodiment of justice. 
In Action 
We find fulfillment of Faith. Hope. Love in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The scripture for the event is Colossians 1:3-6. 
  
We are currently working on different modes of transportation to get the best possible price.  Be on 
the lookout for some fundraisers that the District Team are planning.  We hope to be able to offer a 
scholarship to a woman who wants to go to Assembly but is not part of the Conference or District 
UMW team.   Want to know more?  Check out the Women’s Division website at http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/assembly/ 

This is Tiffany’s daughter our future UMW member.  Congratulations Tiffany. 



 
 

“When times are tough, women come through for each other”.  This was the opening quote from the 
article in Response written by Women’s Division Treasurer, Martha Knight.  The article published in the 
June 2009 Response tells of her confidence in 2008 that the mission giving by the local units would meet 
the goals set.  The article goes on to say that her confidence was rewarded.  Local units all over the country 
not only met their pledges but exceeded it. 

 
 The NC Conference actually gave over $483,000 to missions.  This June Response magazine shares 
about where our money goes and offers insight in to the plans for the 2009 budget.  We know that 2009 has 
been a rocky year financially.  But we need to have that same confidence that we will meet or maybe even 
exceed our pledge.  Do we have the necessary faith to give God the amount we promised?  Have you and 
your unit faithfully sent in the money so desperately needed to fund the 71 community centers, nine 
schools, nine children’s residences, seven homes for women in trouble and seven missionaries that UMW 
has promised to support?  If so, thank you for being faithful stewards of God’s resources.  If not, please 
pray for God’s help to meet the goal.  The Sanford District has promised $34050.00 and as of 6/30/09 we 
have sent in about half of it.  Help us meet the district goals by sending in your pledge, your penny and a 
prayer offering, your world thank offering and any money for special mission recognition or the special pro-
ject (Create a New Heart).  As Ms. Knight wrote in her article, “Mission giving supports programs address-
ing the core of needs of women everywhere.”  God grant us wisdom as we fulfill our PURPOSE through 
mission giving. 
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Directory  Updates 

Ann Mason  Page 36  1850 Asbury Church Rd Sanford NC 27330 919-776-6946 
      Email: annmason @alltel.net 
Susan Cox    Page 33    Email:sfcox@msn.com 
Nancy Findley  Page 39   Email:nancyfin2@windstream.net 
Denise Dunn     Email:ddunn1956@earthlink.net 
Carla Jones  Page 39 New Secretary Pinehurst Email: pinewildcarla@gmail.com 
Naythelle Fields  MNO  Pleasant Hill Pittsboro   Email: antiques15@windstream.net 
Sally Porter MNO St Luke   Email: salporte@windstream.net 
Jinger Gibson MNO Jonesboro  Email: jinger@windstream.net 
Bea Kriegbaum Social Action Jonesboro       Email: fab826@windstream.net 
Brenda Warf     Email: brendawarf@windstream.net 
Claudia McKenzie   Carthage UMW President Email: cmkenzie2@nc.rr.com 
C J Hart  919-770-2042   Email: cjhart@cjhartstudios.com 

Mission Giving                              Tanya Alvord 
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LOCAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSIONS 

Roseland UMW made Valentine Gifts Bags for the college students from their church.  
The bags were recycle bags filled with goodies. 

 
Purpose of United Methodist Women 
 
 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 
of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience free-
dom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 
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GREETINGS FROM SOCIAL ACTION        

 

Hands On Social Action Event 
 

This year in several meetings at Annual Conference and UMW meetings, we have been challenged to be in 
ministry WITH those who need our help.  That preposition is very different from being in ministry TO or 
FOR.  It means that we are working to help empower those around us that simply need a hand.  When we are 
in ministry WITH, we see the faces first hand and hopefully our hearts will open wide. 
 

You are invited to participate in just such a WITH ministry.  And it involves people within our own district.  
On the Conference UMW project sheets, each year the Hispanic Ministries of Siler City have been listed as a 
place to send items and offer assistance.  This year we invite all the women of the district (regardless of 
whether you participate in UMW or not) to stock a School Store.  Each year hundreds of kids go to school 
without the resources to do the job before them.  The newest elementary school in Siler City currently has 
98% of the kids on subsidized lunches.  The need is great. 
 

On Saturday, August 22 we will meet at El Camino UMC in Siler City (���� Chestnut Street) and work with 
the women of that church to host a school store so that kids can get stocked up and ready to the work before 
them in school. 
 

What do we need?  Supplies and lots of them.  To ensure that we have a variety, each county is asked to do-
nate a certain item. 
 

Montgomery County - pencils, erasers, hand held pencil sharpeners 
Moore County - glue sticks, crayons 
Lee County - loose leaf paper 
Chatham County- composition books 
 

I know that a lot of churches purchase school supplies for the schools within their neighborhoods.  We want 
you to continue to do that.  We ask that you simply tithe whatever amount you give to your local schools.  
And remember, that this is after the “tax free” shopping days on August 7 and 8.  If you prefer to not shop and 
want to make a monetary donation, please send your check to UMW to Alberta Settle at 166 Juniper Creek, 
Pinehurst, NC  28374 and make sure that your mark your check “school store”. 
 

We will have designated District UMW team members in each county who can take your offering if you are 
not physically able to come that Saturday. 
 
 

We hope that you will make plans to join us that day.  Be in ministry WITH the kids of Siler City.  See first 
hand the difference you can make in the life of a child. 
 

Sanford District UMW Bids Farewell to Sheryl Nelson 
 
  
 

Please join us in saying goodbye to Sheryl.  Many of you know that Sheryl is married to a UM minister and 
they have been called to a church in Fayetteville .  Sheryl has served faithfully as the Social Action Commit-
tee Coordinator for the Sanford District UMW for the past 2 years.  She has been faithful to keep us focused 
on the scripture and the spiritual components of why we do what we do.  She will be greatly missed.  How-
ever, she is moving to a church that is only 10 minutes away from her grandkids.  So we can begrudge her 
that.  If you would like to send her a card, her new address is 7536 Clinton Road , Stedman , NC 28391 and 
her email is wingedent@earthlink.net. 





When Is That Report Due? 
 

To help you know which report is due to whom when, here is a cheat sheet.  All of the reports can be found in 
your annual directory or on the District website.  If you need help finding one, contact the person listed for that 
report.  Thanks of helping us keep accurate statistics of the work of the Sanford District United Methodist 
Women. 
 

 

Name of Report Due Date Mail or Email to:  

Mission Today 8/15 Tanya Alvord 
2452 Emerson Cook Rd 

Pittsboro, NC  27312 
twalvord@hotmail.com 

Reading Program 8/15 Susan Laudate 
424 Arlington Circle 
Sanford, NC  27330 

mlaudate@wave-net.net 

Memorial Report 8/15 Carrie Ritter 
147 Cedar Brook Rd 
Robbins, NC  27325 

Social Action 8/15 Tanya Alvord 
2452 Emerson Cook Rd 

Pittsboro, NC  27312 
twalvord@hotmail.com 

Membership 8/15 Teresa Bruton 
PO Box 207 

Candor, NC  27229 
tbruton@embarqmail.com 

Local Unit Mission Studies 8/15 Rossie Lindsay 
PO Box 298 

Pittsboro, NC  27312 
Rossie2@embarqmail.com 

Local Unit Officers for Next 
Year 

8/15 Phyllis Madison 
195 Sunny Vue Farm Rd 

Aberdeen, NC  28315 
hdpymadison@aol.com 

Candle Burning 9/1 Alberta Settle 
166 Juniper Creek Rd 
Pinehurst, NC  28374 
alberta@pinehurst.net 

Seven Star Unit or Member 11/30 Alberta Settle 
166 Juniper Creek Rd 
Pinehurst, NC  28374 
alberta@pinehurst.net 
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Greetings from Program Resources        Susan Laudate 

Reading Program Plans 
 
Plan 1 
 
· Read 4 books during the year 
· Read 1 book from each category 
o Education for Mission 
o Nurturing for Community 
o Social Action 
o Spiritual Growth 
Regularly read Response magazine 
 
Plan 2 
 
· Read 10 books during the year 
· Read at least 2 books from each category 
Regularly read Response magazine and New World Outlook 
 
Plan 3 
 
· Read 15 books during the year 
· Read at least 2 books from each category 
· Read 7 additional books from any of the categories 
Regularly read Response magazine and New World Outlook 
 
General Guidelines 
 
· Do not include books read in previous years 
· Select books from the current year and/or back 5 years 



 
LOCAL UNIT READING PROGRAM REPORT 

Due:    August 15    Send to: Susan Laudate 
        424 Arlington Circle 
        Sanford, NC 27330 
        mlaudate@windstream.net 
         
UNIT NAME _________________________________________________________      Number of mem-
bers in unit ___________________ 
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