
 
 
Can I just say “tiring”?  That was the first word that I thought of as I was reading the district 
reports that were submitted in August.  I don’t mean tiring in that I had to fill out the reports to 
send on to the conference but tiring when I read all the things that we have done in the last re-
porting year (8/1/08-07/31/09).  My goodness, we have been busy.  And I am sure quite a few 
of us really are physically tired (Just don’t forget what Galatians 6:9 says).  The other word 
that came to mind was “limited”. What I mean by that is that quite a few of us, while definitely 
busy in mission, were limited in our scope of mission giving.  A lot of units limited mission 
giving to just the local neighborhoods.  We took care of our shut-ins, military families, trou-
bled teens, hungry people.  Please don’t get me wrong. All of those mission opportunities were 
definitely needed.  But there are hurting people all over the world.  We live in a country that 
has been so greatly blessed.  There are people all over the world who are praying for relief. I 
know that we have been challenged to be in ministry WITH people and that isn’t easily done 
with someone who lives in the Sudan.  Being in ministry with people usually mean being face 
to face or side by side.  I would challenge us all that we can be in ministry with people who we 
cannot see face to face by giving our pledge.  Women’s Division takes our pledge to enable 
others to be in ministry with others on our behalf.  When we honor our faith promise to God, 
we enable others to be the heart and hands of Jesus in areas where we may not be able to go 
physically.  We answer the prayers for relief.  As your unit begins to plan for the new program 
year (8/1/09-7/31/10), please don’t stop giving and caring for the local ministries.  Just don’t 
limit the power of God by forgetting or ignoring those in need outside of our immediate 
neighborhoods.  Take a step of faith and see what the Lord can do. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Purpose of United Methodist Women 
 
 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PUR-
POSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through partici-
pation in the global ministries of the church. 
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Hello everyone.  Where did the summer go?  Fall is sneaking around the corner.  
Are you making preparations for the new season?  Isn’t God wonderful to give us 
different seasons to enjoy and look forward to?  I am sure many have been busy 
this summer with gardens, canning, freezing, a trip or two to the beach or moun-
tains, Vacation Bible School, church activities or just visiting with family and 
friends.  I hope everyone has marked October 18th 3pm to 5pm on your calendar.  
We want everyone to come to the District Annual Meeting at Piney Grove UMC 
in Siler City.  This will be a time to celebrate all that we have achieved in our ser-
vice to God this year.  We will have a representative from Stop Hunger Now with 
us to share information about their organization.  This will provide us with an in-
centive to help with a meal packaging in January.  Please encourage all the 
women of your church to come and celebrate with us.   
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October 18, 2009 from 3pm to 5pm we will be having our District Annual 
Meeting at Piney Grove UMC.  Please remember to invite everyone to at-
tend.   
 
We will be honoring our beloved past members who has gone on before us. 
Also, we will be celebrating our achievements, with certificates, recognition 
pins for some of our members coming off the District Team Leaders.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
CJ HART   Email:  cjhart@cjhartstudios.com 
 
Connie Webb is the new President of St. Luke she is listed as Vice President in the direc-
tory. 
 
Gayle Anderson member of St. Luke Email: nytracers@windstream.net 

Directory Updates 
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New Online UMW Unit for Sanford District Forming 
Have you ever wished that you could join UMW but just don’t seem to have the time to go to meetings?  
Maybe your church’s UMW meets at a time when you are working or have other responsibilities?  Do you 
ever wish you could have a forum to voice your thoughts about mission? 
 

Well, your wishes are coming true.  The Sanford District UMW is forming a new unit via Facebook.  The 
format will start out fairly informal.  We will have threaded discussions and forums on issues related to 
women and mission.  There will be discussions on books that have been read or recommended from the 
Reading Program list.  There will be listings from the Prayer Calendar to make sure that we are remember-
ing our missionaries and mission projects.  There will be a section discussing the action alerts that we are 
asked to consider.  The nicest part is that you can participate at your convenience. 
 

Membership to the online unit will be open to all women of the Sanford District.  But the membership that 
we report to the conference will be only those women who do not belong to their church’s local unit.  We 
don’t want to double count women and overinflate the UMW numbers for the conference! 
 

Two times per year we will try to physically meet as an online unit so that we can have some face to face 
fellowship time.  The first meeting will be at the District Annual Meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 18 
at 3p at Piney Grove UMC in Siler City.  During this time we can make sure that everyone knows everyone 
else.  It will make our discussions online richer. 
 

If you are interested in joining and have a Facebook account, please email Tanya Alvord at twal-
vord@hotmail.com.  This online unit is going to be private and you will not be able to find it by searching 
within Facebook.  Pass the word to all the women in your church that they can now have an active part of 
UMW without ever leaving the comfort of their homes. 

Thank you to all those who sent in their membership reports.  As of this writing, we have reported 1572 UMW 
members in the Sanford District.  That represents a decrease of 2.48% in membership.  I know that a lot of 
units report that they have had members move away or die.  And we all know that the new reports requested 
of us by Women's Division made reporting more difficult. 
  
But the concern is whether we are inviting people to join us.  We know that not every woman is concerned 
about mission work.  There are some women in our churches whose gifts belong in education of our children 
or care of our facilities.  Some are aware of mission work and needs but trust others to do it. 
  
That is where UMW comes in to action.  Look around you.  See which women are active in the community in 
mission work.  Be intentional to invite them to a meeting.  Especially the meeting where you are planning what 
mission activities to be involved in next.  Ask other women in your community (remember that they don't 
have to be United Methodist to be UMW!!) to help you identify areas of mission opportunity.  Then invite 
them to help you fulfill the purpose. 
  
We have to ask people to join us.  It is hard to break in to a new group. But if we truly believe that what we 
are doing is making a difference in the lives of women, youth and children, then we need to be excited about 
asking others to work beside of us. 
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I hope you are having a pleasant summer. 

It isn’t too late to participate in the UMW Conference Special Project “Create A Pure 
Heart”.  For a $5.00 donation you may honor or memorialized a special person in your life.  
Men can honor their wives. Kids can honor their parents.  Women can honor their church 
family or their physical families. A “White Cross” for each person will be placed on a 
green tree.  This is a nice way to say thanks to those who have meant something to us.  And 
the money goes to support missions all over the world.  So send your names in soon so that 
our District tree at Annual Meeting shows our commitment to each other and to mission. 

The September 2009 issue of Response Magazine has several articles about Mission Giv-
ing.  The Mission Giving Maps high-lights United Methodist Women’s Mission Giving 
around the world.  I direct you to pages 24 & 25 for a map of the United States; page 26 
identifies the name and location of where the money goes. 

  Blessings and Peace, 

  

 
 
 
“Where does the money go?” is a frequently asked UMW question.  The an-
swer at this time is “not far enough”.  The Sanford District is behind in meeting the pledge 
to Women’s Division.  And that means that people in need, who were counting on us to 
provide relief, are going to have to do without.  Without food, without medicines, without 
education or justice and so much more.  If you would like to see a list of mission opportu-
nities, then make sure that you see the September Response magazine.  There are maps to 
each section of the world and the agency names that receive our pledge money.  Those 
same agencies are also listed in the Prayer Calendar.  As we read the list of agencies, we 
see that they are targeting ministry to women, youth and children.  These agencies rely on 
us to trust God to meet our own needs and allow us to give financial support to others 
without fear and anxiety.  These are tough times for so many.  Thank God that He has 
blessed us in so many ways.  I am praying that God will touch our hearts in such a way 
that we will meet the pledge that we have made.  If your unit hasn’t sent in pledge money 
yet, it isn’t too late. 
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 Mark your 2010 calendars now...or put a sticky note at the end of your calendar for this 
year, so that you will be sure to have January 23rd reserved for UMW Mission Studies.  We 
are excited to have out-standing teachers committed for the studies this year.  Each of them 
taught at the School of Christian Mission.    Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American 
Survival will be offered again this year as the social issue study.  Dr. Ruth Woods will lead 
us.  One of our Sanford District members who was in her class at SCM said she was excel-
lent and contacted me immediately about having her teach for us.  Through this 
study we will learn about selected key issues affecting the Native Americans in the U.S. so 
that we can act as responsible U.S. citizens and Christians in accompaniment and solidarity 
with Native Americans.  The Beauty and Courage of Sudan:  Why a Dream of Peace is 
Possible is the geographical study.  We are fortunate that Steve Taylor has agreed to teach 
for us this year.  Those who have been in his class know that he always presents an interest-
ing and provocative study.  This course will explore the history that began in Bible times; 
the country's ethnicities, religions and languages; touch points possible causes for wars, the 
way Sudanese women are contributing to the peace process and to the culture as a whole 
and the current challenges.  Food and Faith is not about making casseroles for church din-
ners!  This spiritual growth study is about how our faith is nurtured, strengthened and en-
hanced by food and all the ways food touches our lives and our responsibility as Christians 
to make sure all are fed, all are included at the table.  Rev. Grace Hackney will lead this 
study.  One of the participants at SCM reported that she was 'blown away' by her 
class.    Each local unit will surely want to have at least one member participate in each of 
these studies.  Your only problem should be which class to attend.  Each promises to 
be excellent and will help us prepare ourselves for faithful living and action in today's 
world.   See you at the Mission Studies!    

  Shalom, ����������	��
  

SANFORD DISTRICT MISSION STUDIES 
 

JANUARY 23, 2010 
9:00AM until  1:00PM 

ST. LUKE UMC, SANFORD 
 
 
Bring a bag lunch, drinks will be provided.  ( To be followed by our First Stop 
Hunger Now, Food Packaging Event) 

 



Coming Events 
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Save The Date – UMW General Assembly Planned for 2010 
  
Every four years the United Methodist Women really do unite for a time of fellowship, worship 
and work.  General Assembly is planned for April 29 through May 2, 2010 in St Louis , MO.  The 
theme for 2010 is Faith, Hope Love In Action.  The vision statement is 
As United Methodist Women who are disciples of Jesus Christ we are called to share... 
Faith 
Our belief in the promise of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Hope 
Our expectation of needs met for all. 
Love 
Our sisterhood of grace and our embodiment of justice. 
In Action 
We find fulfillment of Faith. Hope. Love in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The scripture for the event is Colossians 1:3-6. 
  
We are currently working on different modes of transportation to get the best possible price.  Be on 
the lookout for some fundraisers that the District Team are planning.  We hope to be able to offer a 
scholarship to a woman who wants to go to Assembly but is not part of the Conference or District 
UMW team.   Want to know more?  Check out the Women’s Division website at http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/assembly/ 

Thank you again, for all the wonderful news that has been given for 2009 Sanford District 
Newsletter.  Please keep the pictures and information coming in.  You may email me at 
brenda.mccaskill@yahoo.com with your information and pictures. 
 
Listed below is our to be done list for the remaining year 2009. 
September 18-20 Conference Mother Child Retreat—Camp Don Lee, Arapahoe 
                   19      District Mission Team Meeting 9:00am at Center UMC, Sanford 
                   26      Montgomery Sub-District Meeting  3:00pm at Star UMC, Star 
October       10     Conference Annual Meeting, Methodist University, Fayetteville 
          18      District Annual Meeting, 3—5pm, Piney Grove UMC, Siler City 
November    6      Church Women United World Community Day 
                    14     Conference DO IT DAY (District Officer Training) Hayes Barton 
           UMC, Raleigh 
  21     District LOTS (Local Officer Training) 9:00am Smyma UMC, Robbin 
December   1        All monies due to the District Treasurer 
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As I was ending a phone call with Rev. Daniel Pantoja to set up a date our Pinehurst UMW 
could visit El Camino and learn about its ministries I said if there’s anything we can do for 
you let me know. (You know how we say that to be nice and polite without really thinking 
about it.)Well he thought of something. He asked if we could assist El Camino with their 
VBS. So during the week of July 13-17 eight of us from PUMC and two from Daub’s 
Chapel UMC went to the El Camino VBS. There were 64 children registered that week with 
an average attendance of 55. 
 
It was easy to see the need for some of these kids. We were giving them coloring sheets to 
take home and they would not take them because they did not have crayons at home. We had 
a 14 yr. old helping us in the lessons that won the volunteer prize-a $25.00 Wal-Mart gift 
card. She was so excited she could not contain her tears. We asked her what she was going 
to do with it she said she wanted to get clothes for school but also give some to her Mom be-
cause she needed help to buy food. 
 
Rev. Pantoja had asked us for assistance with his VBS because the materials were in English 
and his volunteers are not fluent in English. There is need everywhere but these children 
have more difficulties than just poverty. Children with parents who cannot speak or read 
English have a harder time, at school at businesses, and with some of the folks they meet 
everyday. 
 
VBS at El Camino with Rev. Daniel Pantoja was a joy. He has an infectious enthusiasm and 
purpose. Our concerns about differences in languages and cultures went unfounded. God 
was clearly in all of it. This experience opened our eyes, minds and hearts to the El Camino 
Ministry. 

 

Greetings from Local Unit News    Ann Morse 
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LOCAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSIONS 
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GREETINGS FROM SOCIAL ACTION        
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Greetings from Program Resources        Susan Laudate 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Kahled Hosseini 
 
If you have read The Kite Runner you absolutely have to read A Thousand Splendid 
Suns.  Or better, check to see if your library has it on audio book so that you can listen to 
it.  I listened to it being read by an Afghani woman and it added so much to the experi-
ence.  It tells the story of two Afghani women over the course of time from the Soviet 
occupation in the 1970’s to the Taliban take over and finally to the current day of 
“freedom”.  Through the eyes of these two, we see the status of women change.  We see 
the effects of war within a country and the desperation.  Finally we see what the power 
of love can do. 
          

Book Review      Tanya Alvord 

 

We welcome with open hears Ann Morse from Pinehurst UMC. She has graciously 
accepted the position of Social Actions Coordinator. She is a bundle of energy and en-
thusiasm and I look forward to working with her. However, the Spiritual Growth Coordi-
nator has not been filled yet. Prayers still work, keep praying. 
Dean and I joined some of the members of the Team in Siler City in August to help with 
the school store. We had a wonderful morning, the kids were so cute and parents were so 
thankful. We look forward to visiting again and I have spread the word in hopes that eve-
ryone would be inspired to help and join the Team. 

Greetings from Nominations             Linda Fogleman 

I want to thank the 11 churches and the 46 women who participated in the Reading Pro-
gram this year. This is a fine turnout, but I’d like to make it even better next year. Reading 
is the one activity that we can all do, and there are some wonderful books out there to be 
read! I will be ordering books to be available at several of our meetings this fall and into 
the new year, but you can also check out the books from your public library. If you’re not 
sure what books are eligible for the program, or if you have questions about the program, 
please contact me – Susan Laudate – at 776-1230 or mlaudate@windstream.net. Thanks 
for all you do, keep reading! 



As I was ending a phone call with Rev. Daniel Pantoja to set up a date our Pinehurst 
UMW could visit El Camino and learn about its ministries I said if there’s anything we 
can do for you let me know. (You know how we say that to be nice and polite without 
really thinking about it.)Well he thought of something. He asked if we could assist El 
Camino with their VBS. So during the week of July 13-17 eight of us from PUMC and 
two from Daub’s Chapel UMC went to the El Camino VBS. There were 64 children regis-
tered that week with an average attendance of 55. 
 
It was easy to see the need for some of these kids. We were giving them coloring sheets to 
take home and they would not take them because they did not have crayons at home. We 
had a 14 yr. old helping us in the lessons that won the volunteer prize-a $25.00 Wal-Mart 
gift card. She was so excited she could not contain her tears. We asked her what she was 
going to do with it she said she wanted to get clothes for school but also give some to her 
Mom because she needed help to buy food. 
 
Rev. Pantoja had asked us for assistance with his VBS because the materials were in Eng-
lish and his volunteers are not fluent in English. There is need everywhere but these chil-
dren have more difficulties than just poverty. Children with parents who cannot speak or 
read English have a harder time, at school at businesses, and with some of the folks they 
meet everyday. 
 
VBS at El Camino with Rev. Daniel Pantoja was a joy. He has an infectious enthusiasm 
and purpose. Our concerns about differences in languages and cultures went unfounded. 
God was clearly in all of it. This experience opened our eyes, minds and hearts to the El 
Camino Ministry. 

Greetings from Local Unit News    Ann Morse 
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